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****  I do not necessarily agree with other topics in commentaries used in this sermon with the possible exception of E. G. White.  E. G. White is one the most "right on" commentators of God's Word that I have ever seen and many consider her a Prophetess.  For access to her complete writings, go to http://egwdatabase.whiteestate.org
Dr. Kent Hovind is one of my favorite teachers of God’s word concerning Creation and the Great Flood along with many other Truths in the Holy Bible.  I’m not pointing the finger on Dr. Hovind alone, but he tries so well to refute the seventh-day Sabbath in his video, I chose to use him as an avenue to point out the importance of keeping the true Sabbath, and I also hope and pray this reaches him.  I have listened to his videos and audio seminars over and over again and never tire of them.  It is a shame his talent is not recognized in the court system of the United States, because the Christian nation will miss his obvious talents of refuting evolution using direct scientific principles and exposing lies, deceit and error concerning this satanic, demonic, evil antichristian dogma called evolution spreading thru-ought the world.
While watching Kent Hovind’s video presentation “Seminar 7c” I observed Dr. Hovind refuting the seventh-day Sabbath for several minutes using scripture out of context and in error and actually contradicting himself on this issue.  It was obvious to me that Dr. Hovind is one of those who are denied the blessings, in this case, the depth of knowledge, understanding and faith that keeping the true seventh day Sabbath brings.
After spending some time working close with inmates as a corrections officer in the state prison system for five and one-half years (I have since resigned), I can appreciate, at least from an officer’s point of view how Dr. Hovind feels in his captivity.  However, I strongly hope and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide him first to the realization about the true Sabbath above all else because it really opens up many other Truths in God’s Word which the Holy Spirit soon reveals.
An interesting and tragic mistake concerning Christian Bible believers is their insistence on being separate from the Jewish nation or in large, the nation of Israel (which the Jews stem from).  Not all use this excuse to be sure, but I think it is a prevailing error in much of the Christian world.  This almost fanatical insistence has proven to cause the true Sabbath day to be desecrated and ignored throughout the centuries and has given the apostate papacy and Roman Catholic Church, along with most of the protestant world, a reason to perpetuate another day of worship, Sunday (the first day of the week), to take it’s place under the guise of a false assumption.  Satan has caused this great delusion, the false assumption that we are to worship on Sunday in order to celebrate Christ’s resurrection after dying on the cross, which is never commanded or even hinted at anywhere in the Bible.

I’m going to carefully read some verses here, and make a couple of comments along the way to hopefully clarify what is being said:

New Testament proof of Sabbath keeping
Heb 4:1-11 (KJV)

1 Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it. 
2 For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 
Some did not keep the Sabbath and consequently were denied the blessing of faith.

3 For we which have believed do enter into rest, as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my rest: although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 
4 For he spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day from all his works. 
5 And in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest. 
6 Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter therein, and they to whom it was first preached entered not in because of unbelief: 
The blessing of faith results from works which is in this case, keeping the Sabbath.

7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
That is, on the Sabbath, being Holy, you can hear and give in to really listen to His Word because the Sabbath day is for this purpose.

8 For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day.

Did Jesus, at this time he was on Earth, change the Sabbath?  No.  Or He would have said so.

9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 
10 For he that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did from his. 
11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 

I believe many people mistakenly take the word “remaineth” to point to the eternal rest in the Lord when He returns for His people or a type of eternal rest when we choose to accept Him and be baptized.  This is mixing “apples and oranges” so to speak.  They are getting confused, mixing the power and peace of mind the Holy Spirit gives after we accept Jesus with the Sabbath day rest, given in the beginning in creation, given to us in order to reflect, hear and read His Word and teach others exclusively on the Sabbath day.
God knew that people would be taught to forget the true seventh-day Sabbath which is why He put in the word “remember” in the fourth commandment:
Ex 20:8-11 (KJV)

8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 
11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Interesting to note that in his video Seminar 7c, over and over again Dr.Hovind references the verse "God  rested "the" seventh day", emphasis on “the”, to help prove a literal 6-day creation week, in order to refute evolution……..nothing wrong with that.
Nehemiah 9:13-14. Dr. Hovind says "Moses was made known the Sabbath" for the very first time under Sinai, and states that this is the very first time anyone ever heard about or kept the Sabbath.  No. This passage doesn’t say Moses was made known the Sabbath, but, “Thou(Moses) camest down……and madest known unto them……”
Neh 9:13-14 (KJV)
13 Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and commandments: 

14 And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath, and commandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy servant: 

God made the Sabbath a Holy day of rest at creation week.  His people knew this from the beginning, the Israelites most likely had forgotten it due to captivity in Egypt, where they were probably forced  to work seven days a week (also, I remind you to see above where “remember” in forth commandment is emphasized, meaning they would be taught to forget)……… 
Adam Clarke's Commentary 
“They appear to have forgotten this first of all the commandments of God, during their sojourning in Egypt.” 
It is interesting that this passage says:
Ex 31:16-17 (KJV)


16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. 
17 It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.
Also notice the word “sign” which is of great importance concerning the God’s seal imbedded in the fourth commandment, which is another sermon altogether.

Ex. 16:29.  Dr. Hovind refers to this verse and states that you can’t leave your home or even drive to church on the Sabbath.  Wrong.

Ex 16:29 (KJV)

29 See, for that the LORD hath given you the sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. 

Acts 1:12.  Dr. Hovind refers to this verse and states that Jesus travelled on the Sabbath and Hovind asks……”what’s He doing out of His house?”
Acts 1:12 (KJV)

12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. 

Matthew Henry Unabridged 
This mount here is said to be near Jerusalem, a sabbath day's journey from it, that is, a little way; no further than devout people used to walk out on a sabbath evening, after the public worship was over, for meditation

"""sabbath evening"""-----this phrase should really be """sabbath afternoon""" because it makes sense in that the true Sabbath, starting on Friday sundown and ending Saturday sundown by present-day reckoning is more likely, and the calendar in Jesus' day went by the Bible (evening and morning), that is, each day started every sundown as God states in Genesis during creation week...ie., "evening and the morning was the first day", etc.

Jesus, our creator, didn’t have to strive to keep the Sabbath, He is Lord of the Sabbath, He made the Sabbath for man.
Matt 12:8 (KJV)
8 For the Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day.
Mark 2:27-28 (KJV)

27 And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath: 

Jesus’ disciples, being with Him much of the time, as a matter of fact did not really need to keep the Sabbath at all, albeit, kept it for the sake of teaching in the synagogues and elsewhere, because they were walking with God in the flesh anyway, and what is the Sabbath for but to reflect, worship and read or hear His Word, amen?  God was there in the flesh.
Ex. 20:8-10.  Dr. Hovind points out in this verse that you can’t possibly keep the Sabbath today because we use utilities on the Sabbath (making others work), watching TV (electricity), using electric lights, running water, going out to eat, etc.
Ex 20:8-10 (KJV)

8 Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: 
10 But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: 

Ex. 35:2-3.  Dr. Hovind references this verse concerning being put to death for working on the Sabbath and also not to kindle fire.
Ex 35:2-3 (KJV)

2 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day there shall be to you an holy day, a sabbath of rest to the LORD: whosoever doeth work therein shall be put to death. 
3 Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your habitations upon the sabbath day. 

Since the Israelites were being very contentious (they made a golden calf and worshipped it, complaining, etc.) God chose to be very strict on them for their own good at that time......not only did God command Moses to kill thousands of men, for their transgressions under the mount, God slew many of them Himself for their unbelief in the wilderness.
Ex 32:26-28 (KJV)
26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the LORD'S side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 
27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his neighbour. 
28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. 

God was not about to let the rest of them be corrupted right after being led out of Egypt from bondage and slavery.  The Sabbath day, being a Holy day of rest that God set aside at Creation week, gave the Israelites a time to reflect on the Lord, His Word, and the blessings He had given them so far (freedom from slavery, bondage, etc.), so collecting food, kindling fire, any burdening labor was strictly forbidden so they could reflect on their contention and rebellion against the Lord during the exodus and also find that He is blessing them even with their very life.  So actually, the real blessing at this time was continued life if they kept the Sabbath, otherwise they would soon turn away from Him which would give pagans an excuse to scorn God even further.  The Lord has always been giving His creation this choice anyway even since Adam and Eve fell, eternal life with a loving creator or eternal death(hell), meaning the death is eternal, not an eternal suffering in hell.  It suffered the Lord at this detrimental time to put the disobedient to death immediately for transgressing the Sabbath. 
Ex. 31:12-13 & 16-17.  Dr. Hovind says Sabbath was only for "Children of Israel". 
In Ezek 20:20, again Dr. Hovind points out these verses to prove the Sabbath was kept only by Israel, to be a sign between God and them.

Ex 31:12-13 (KJV)

12 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 
13 Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you.
Ex 31:16-17 (KJV)

16 Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. 
17 It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for ever: for in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed. 

Also, Dr. Hovind points out a couple of verses in the Old Testament that the original Israelites and Jews were to be a peculiar people and a testimony to the World, but listen to these passages in the New Testament about Christians:
1 Peter 2:9 (KJV)

9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
Gal 3:26-29 (KJV)

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

All Christians are of Christ, Abraham’s seed, heirs to the promise God gave to Abraham’s seed.  Heirs, not because we are flesh and blood Israel, but born of the Spirit, heirs to spiritual Israel.  We become a part of spiritual Israel and are a peculiar people.  Even people who are flesh and blood Israel are not all saved, but only when we accept Jesus Christ and choose to follow Him do we become part of Israel, that is, in the Spirit.

New Testament Christians are also to be a testimony to the world, spreading the Gospel to the world, of which the Old Testament will always be a part.  Jesus and everyone in His day quoted from the Old Testament scripture.  There was no New Testament then.  Jesus renewed these great Truths and amplified them.  Jews (or Israel) and Christians...no difference between then and now.  Kenneth Cox put it so eloquently simple on one of his video presentations, “They were saved by the very same grace of God back then in the Old Testament days as we are today.  The only difference then is that they looked forward to Jesus’ first coming and today we look back on His first coming.”  You could make a great sermon out of just that statement alone.  Their God was and still is Jesus Christ as well as ours, saved by His free grace thru faith alone, faith by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
The Jewish people, after the Gospel was commanded to go the Gentiles (or Greeks) are no longer in God’s favor as a nation.  Anyone now, Jew or Gentile (or Greek), as an individual, can be saved by accepting Jesus and getting baptized.  By the way, baptism is how we recognize Jesus’ death and resurrection, not keeping the first day Sunday Holy, etc.  Man cannot change the Holy day anyway, only God can.  In his video sermon 7c, Hovind says he keeps every day Holy.  No way.  There can only be one Holy day in the seven day cycle.  God never changed this.  There is a massive amount of money from several different sources  promised for ANYONE who can prove, using scripture, that the Sabbath has changed from Saturday (the seventh day of the week) to Sunday (the first day of the week).  Dr. Hovind says that even though Sunday isn’t the Sabbath, it’s ok for people to just meet on Sunday for worship.  Brothers and sisters, since Saturday IS the Sabbath, why not center our worship on that day?  It is and always will be the Holy day God set aside for His people to rest and reflect on Him and His wonderful creation.
The whole argument concerning the reason for keeping Sunday worship, celebrating Christ raised, can be solved by Col 2:12.
Col 2:12 (KJV)
12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead. 
Did you catch that?  “Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with Him…..”, etc.  Baptism is our celebration of being born again, raised with Him.  This in no way changes the Sabbath day or commands us to worship on Sunday, the first day of the week.

Here is a bit of astronomical trivia which makes perfect sense to me that the true Sabbath has not changed.
1) Question---How do we define our yearly cycle?

Answer-----The Earth’s cycle around the Sun is a year. (leap year, etc. added to the calendar is just an adjustment and isn’t pertinent to our argument here)
2) Question---How do we define our monthly cycle?

Answer-----The Moon’s cycle around the Earth defines our monthly cycle.

3)
Question---How do we define our daily cycle?
Answer-----The Earth’s rotation around its axis defines our day/night cycle.

4) Question---How do we define our weekly cycle?

Answer-----There are no astronomical phenomena based on our seven day weekly cycle.  It comes straight from the Bible, God’s Word.  Calendars have changed, numbers for each day have changed, but the seven-day cycle has NEVER been broken.  Ask an orthodox Jew.  Ask the NOAA (National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Association) weather people.  They will tell you the same thing.
E. G. White's, "The Desire of Ages"
Ch. 21, "Bethesda and the Sanhedrin", pg. 206 and 207
Jesus had come to "magnify the law, and make it honorable." He was not to lessen its dignity, but to exalt it. The scripture says, "He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till He have set judgment in the earth." 

Isa. 42:21, 4. He had come to free the Sabbath from those burdensome requirements that had made it a curse instead of a blessing.

For this reason He had chosen the Sabbath upon which to perform the act of healing at Bethesda. He could have healed the sick man as well on any other day of the week; or He might simply have cured him, without bidding him bear away his bed. But this would not have given Him the opportunity He desired. A wise purpose underlay every act of Christ's life on earth. 

Everything He did was important in itself and in its teaching. Among the afflicted ones at the pool He selected the worst case upon whom to exercise His healing power, and bade the man carry his bed through the city in order to publish the great work that had been wrought upon him. This would raise the question of what it was lawful to do on the Sabbath, and would open the way for Him to denounce the restrictions of the Jews in regard to the Lord's day, and to declare their traditions void.
Jesus stated to them that the work of relieving the afflicted was in harmony with the Sabbath law. It was in harmony with the work of God's angels, who are ever descending and ascending between heaven and earth to minister to suffering humanity. Jesus declared, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I work." All days are God's, in which to carry out His plans for the human race. If the Jews' interpretation of the law was correct, then Jehovah was at fault, whose work has quickened and upheld every living thing since first He laid the foundations of the earth; then He who pronounced His work good, and instituted the Sabbath to commemorate its completion, must put a period to His labor, and stop the never-ending routine of the universe.
Should God forbid the sun to perform its office upon the Sabbath, cut off its genial rays from warming the earth and nourishing vegetation? Must the system of worlds stand still through that holy day? Should He
207
command the brooks to stay from watering the fields and forests, and bid the waves of the sea still their ceaseless ebbing and flowing? Must the wheat and corn stop growing, and the ripening cluster defer its purple bloom? Must the trees and flowers put forth no bud nor blossom on the Sabbath?
Romans 13:8-10.  Dr. Hovind points out that the Sabbath is not mentioned here, and only these commandments are valid.
Romans 13:8-10 (KJV).

 8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. 
9 For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

The commandments mentioned here are only concerned with love for our neighbors, which the last six of the Ten Commandments are all about.  The first four commandments deal with our relationship with God and are left out of these verses because the focus here is on our relationship with others.  The first four Commandments, of which the Sabbath is part, are just not mentioned here, they are still valid, as well as the last six.  In short, the summation of the first four is “Love God”.  The summation of the last six is “Love your neighbors”.  And ultimately:

1 John 4:8
“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love."
In the next couple of examples here, Dr. Hovind makes assumptions as most others in error concerning meeting on another day besides the Sabbath.
John 20:19 (KJV)

19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 

1 Cor 16:2 (KJV)

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

These passages have absolutely nothing to do with worshipping on the first day or changing the Sabbath to Sunday, the first day of the week.  In John 20:19, they were assembled together “for fear of the Jews”.  In 1 Cor 16:2, they were to “lay by him in store” to be picked up by Paul “…when I come”.  On the Sabbath, being the last day of the week, the Jews did not work and would not count their profits.  Sunday they would set aside their tithes and offerings for the church.
Col 2:16.  Dr. Hovind uses this verse to condone gathering on Sunday for worship.

Col 2:16 (KJV)

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

but if you read the next verse:
Col 2:17 (KJV)

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 
This “shadow of things to come” pertains to the sacrifices and oblations the Jews (or Israelites) performed day by day, year by year. These sacrificial laws were done away with at the cross, being only a shadow of things to come, with Christ being the ultimate sacrifice for all men for all time.
Heb 10:1-5 (KJV)

1 For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 
2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. 
3 But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins. 
5 Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: 

The Sabbath days in Col 2:16 are the High Sabbath days.  Feast days concerning animal sacrifices and oblations which fell on the Sabbath day were called high Sabbath days.
John 19:31 (KJV)

31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 

Matthew Henry Unabridged 

Because it was the preparation for the sabbath, and that sabbath day, because it fell in the passover-week, was a high day, that they might show a veneration for the sabbath, they would not have the dead bodies to remain on the crosses on the sabbath-day, but besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, which would be a certain, but cruel dispatch, and that then they might be buried out of sight.
Also, you could look at Col 2:16 quite literally to mean, “let no man judge you in what you eat or drink while striving to eat clean flesh, etc., or how you celebrate an Holy day, new moon, or the Sabbath days”.  In other words, strive and be convinced in your own mind and by your personal relationship with God and His Word, so no man can boast of himself or be “holier than thou” so to speak, so they can’t take charge of you and take advantage of you so much like the spiritually corrupt papacy and Roman Catholic Church has done to the masses.

In the verse below “the power” is referring to the powers that be, being put there by God so that the people were actually subject to the ordinance of God in that manner.
Romans 13:1 (KJV)

1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 

Romans 13:2 (KJV)
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.
In the verses below, "his commandments" are the Ten Commandments written in stone by God's own hand and are perpetual and forever.

John 14:15 (KJV)

15 If ye love me, keep my commandments 
1 John 2:3-4 (KJV)

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. 
4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 

Commandments (handwriting) in ordinances were abolished at the cross.  These were any laws pertaining to the animal sacrifices and oblations and the ceremonies involved.
Eph 2:15 (KJV)

15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 
Col 2:14 (KJV)

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 
The Sabbath and the command to "remember" to "keep it Holy", being the fourth in the Ten Commandments, is just as valid yesterday, today, in Heaven and on the new Earth as the rest of the ten.  After accepting Jesus and baptism, they are written in our hearts and we become, ourselves, each individually, the Temple of God, and receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.


Isaiah 58:13-14 (KJV)

13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 
14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the LORD; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

